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Ruins of the Altars of
the Phoenicians' Cruel
Godfound by the Italians
in Conouered Tripoli.

Wm

W that trie Italians have
occupied Trtpoll, we

may expect to eee many
Interesting ( remains \ of

the remarkable civilization of an¬
cient Carthage brought to light.' .

The <dty of Carthage Itself lay
in what Is now French Northern
Africa, and Its site 1b occupied by
the modern city of Tunis.. But the
Carthaginian Empire at one time
Included nearly the whole of Af¬
rica lying on the Mediterranean
and ' extended eastward through
the territory * now ; acqu Ired by
Italy to the borders of Egypt.
An extraordinary feature of life

In ancient Carthage wa8 the wor¬
ship of Moloch,, the hideous divin¬
ity to whom little children were
wycriflcfMi. The god was repre¬
sented by a seated figure of fright¬
ful aspect with a bull's head.' In
its interior waB a furnace and in
its breast bronze doors.
On ceremonial days the furnace

was lighted and the doors opened.
After long prayers the priest took
one child after another and caBt
it though the bronze doors into
the furnace, while the people pro3-
tr»ted\themselves in awe before
the dreadful god, who could only
be appeased by human sacrifice.
There is evidence that the wor¬

ship of Moloch i prevailed to a
frightful extent in Carthage and
other Carthaginian 4 cities. The
country j was. nearly., stripped of
e^£8n **<-: .rlflce, and hence it was necessary

to capture slaves from all parts of
the world io make up the laboring
population. ^ Owing to peculiar cir*
c.umatances,very little can be re¬
covered from Carthage, "but tn the
many Carthaginian cities situated
in Tripoli there are undoubtedly

?ant . remains of the worship of
Moloch and the Carthaginian cflv-
illratlon.

Italian archaeologists have al¬
ready gone to Tripoli and have
started work on tlje site of Phi
laetrl, which was one of the mosi
important of the later Oarthagin
fan cltfles. Although they have
examined only a very small area,
they have discovered the founda¬
tions of a temple, with the rs-
malne of a furnace^ which was
evidently ased In the worship of
Moloch. Twenty feet away from
the furnace are chambers contain¬
ing large quantities of charred
bones, relics of the dreadful cult.
The Carthaginians belonged to

the Phoenician race, who occupied
Tyre and Sldon, on the coast north
of Palestine. The ancient Israel¬
ites frequently vlnned by sacri¬
ficing to Moloch. Thefr prophets
and leaders constantly warn them
against this sin in the Bible.1? Sol¬
omon erected an altar to Moloch
on the Mount of Olives, and under
Alvaz and Manasseh children fed
the fire of the Idol at Tophet, Jr
the Valley of Hinnom.
The Phoenicians were the

greatest traders In the ancient
world before the Romans rose to
supreme power. A Phoenician
colony founded Carthage and
eventually spread along the north¬
ern coast of Africa from Gibraltar
:o Egypt. Settlements were made
OO-JlM?,. ...XSFT
European country, and there were
several even as far away as
Britain.
The Romans, growing Jealous of

Carthage, deliberately planned to
destroy Jt. They succceded in
their third war against the Car¬
thaginians. wbich came to an end

Excavation* by tfie Italian? in Ancicn!
Carthaginian Territory.

Priest About to Thrust a Baby Into the Brazen Breast of Moloch. f>/»"1,nR^>r
.Andre CastaiRn*.

In 146 B. C.
Romans the
burnt Carthaf
and passed tl
p 1 ough fihar
over the ruina]
Later a Romal

city was built i|Its place. Th|
worship of M<
locb, doubtlesl
brought in fror
other Carthaginl
ian settlements!
reaohed a

alarming devel]
opraent In th<
new city, and It
Was Buppreasec
by the Kmperor
Tiberius about
the year 20 A.D.I

After the falll
of the Romanl
Empire Car^l
thage fell into a|
state of ruin.
During the Mld-I
die Ages the
F t ali a n archi¬
tects used the
city, which is a

very short dis¬
tance from Italy, I

Curious Pyramid Tombi of the Carthaginians.

as a stone quarry. They carried away re-1mains of Carthaginian and Roma.i times
indiscriminately. Hence it happens that
very little is left of what was the leading
city of the world before Rome won the first
place. A settlement of mixed Oriental pop¬ulation now occupies the site.
The remains of Carthage that still extBts

lie In the suburbs, or far outside the city.
On the lagoon of Tunis, several miles from
the ancient city, are traces of a vast ceme¬
tery, where the ancient Carthaginians burled
their dead. They did not permit grave¬
stones to be ereoted within sight of their
dwellings. Why a people who were accus¬
tomed, to sacrifice. little children should

have objeote?! so strongly to the sight ofordinary graves is * peculiarity not yet ex¬plained.
In the cemeteries: of' Carthage are un¬numbered urna and little coffins of atone,containing calcined and broken hones, theremains of the human victims, which theCarthaginians were in the habit of offeringto the god Moloch.
On certain days the hldeons god receivedinto Its brazen, burning breast from twoto three hundred children of the noblestfamilies of Carthsge, the mothers beingforced to look at these odious sacrificeswithout shedding a tear.
A curlouB fact is that the sea in thevicinity of Tunis regularly casts up littlepieces of gold and Jewelry. This evidentlyindicates that the richest part of ancientCarthage now ilea beneath the sea.
"Every Winter," writes Father Delattre.a noted investigator of Carthaginian civili¬zation, "when In the rough weather thewaves break with violence, stirring andwashing up the sand on certain parts ofthe coast, -a sifting takes place whichbrings to the surface minute particles ofgold.
"I have succeeded In gathering up asmuch as nineteen or twenty grammes.asufficient quantity to confirm the reality ofthe fact which has been stated. The goldis of a very fine yellow. Curious to relate,this gold is not met with In the form ofdust; It Is, fn fact, composed of the minutedebris of trinkets.
"The quantity of gold which I have gath¬ered represents nearly three hundred fragments. The scraps which preserve a char¬acteristic form are globules, bits of fili¬

gree, twisted fringe, small rosettes, sockets, decorated links, wrought wires, Inlaid
or openwork .pieces, one o'^thes^ beingfashioned in the lorm^of a. rectangular
cartouche^

"In all of this there is not the shadow of
a grain of natural gold dust. That is notto say that the sand doea not actually con¬tain any; hut the gold which we have gath¬ered is worked gold.*'


